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By maintaining
wastewater
infrastructure, we can
protect water quality
and our investment :

Vashon-Maury Island
has a sole-source
aquifer: water is
recycled!
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What is an MRA?
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MRA is an effective model

for clean water

Water Quality Upgrades from Vashon-Maury
Investments

East Passage MRA
(119 acres)
Dockton

Inspections
(50 acres)

Outer Quartermaster
Harbor MRA
(180 acres)

Spring Beach
OSS Solutions
(76 acres)

==

Vashon-Ma ury Island Commercial Shellfish Harvesting Areas

W\ " & White Center
Southwosth [ ; N Dolphin Point |\
shon Helga
| 4 0 Closed Parcels
 § [ . ew
r & | ! \| Polluted Areas
¥ y . Glen Acres O
§ A ..‘ Growing Areas
I ,"" Approved
o . Burie
by / f Conditional
“I J\ }‘I 7
i B B Prohibited
i1 ‘ ;
L 1
r B Restricted
d Vashon 14 Unclassified
\ ’ dy Pz
) |
) Island Center l\ o June 2021
Forest [ 7 upgraded areas
A p—
Over 400 7 =
acres of ‘ ) \
improved b «  Klahanie A\
water V 4 \ N
. ,.". : ‘/ \Q,
quality & - \
since i S—
2016 ' :
\
\ Magn s S = ==
) Be .
5 ¥
5 e
v 4 ¥ Dockton = )

[ | |

= < \ ol
7L \ 7
\ | Sy

Baser ap from WADOH Commercial Shellfish Map Viewer

v : Pugot Sound
o Summerhurst R
i 2: A ko,

e

Adelaide
- Mirror L

The informationincluded onths map has beencompiled by King County staff froma variety of sources and & subject to change without notice. King County males
no repesentations or wamanties, express or implied, as toaccu@cy, complete ness, timaliness, or rights to the e of such information. King County shall not be
labk foramy general,specil, indirct, incidemal, or corsequential damages including, but not limited to, ko6t revenues or kst profits esulting fomthe e or
miewse of the information contained on ths map. anysak of ths mapor informationon ths map is prohibited exce pt by written parmssion of King County.



|
Vashon Shoreline Map
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- Parks in King County

Public Health is proposing to expand
the Marine Recovery Area to ALL
VMI shoreline properties (1,358).

Klahanie Puget Sound
MRA
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Why update the MRA?

« State Department of Health: Existing areas that are classified as
Prohibited and shoreline Unclassified areas cannot be upgraded
without improved septic system maintenance.
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fMarine water\ + Shoreline + Risk of
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How do failing septic systems impact water
flowing onto the shoreline?

* Manzanita beach #1 Fecal coliform threshold:

« 2024-2026: new septic system installation

FU: col i i '
+ June 2026: 3 CFU/100 mL (CFU: colony forming units)

» Manzanita beach #2 Lot S
- March 2026: 130,000 CFU/100 mL SR R

- May 2026: dye test confirmation that pollution is S S IR
coming from failing OSS L S E A7

e Tahlequah S
« April 2026: inspection with dye test confirmed ,f.«’:

sewage was flowing onto beach '




Risk of pollution

Septic Inspection Status (2025)
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Why does a septic inspection matter?

1. Your septic systems are designed to last for decades if properly
maintained.

2. Inspection ensures ALL septic components are functioning
properly.

3. During the inspection, small problems can be identified and fixed
before they “snowball.”



Proposed MRA Requirements

1. Initial MRA Inspection
» OSS location, performance, and treatment level
 Within first 3 years after MRA designation

2. On-going Routine Inspection

#2 - Risk-based
#1 - Annual for All evaluation
current requirement Different type and frequency
$435/inspection based on risk
$585/inspection

3. Repairs and replacements if needed



Community Input & Our Response

* Are there enough maintainers to do inspections?
* Public Health will host industry training
» Group inspection how-to flyer
* Delayed implementation

* This will be expensive, especially for people on fixed income.
* Inspection rebates available — will prioritize low-income property owners
* Financial assistance for replacements

* Inspection requirements are confusing.
» Septic Smart campaign over the next year

* |s the pollution really that bad?
» Implementation will start by focusing on the areas with more issues



Section 1: MRA Expansion Proposal (1/9)

Project timeline

Establish VMI

Marine Recovery Initial deadline

for MRA

Community
Outreach and
Input

Briefing to King

County Board of

Area Advisory Health

Committee inspection

Jan.—May 20 Sep. 2026 2027-2028
Dec. 2025 —Aug. 2026 Fall 2026 2030

Research and Proposal
review data development and
review




We‘VaIue your |np ut:
Take the survey

Meagan Jackson (mejackson@klngcounty gov
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Section 3: MRA Requirements (4/5)

MRA requirement exemption

Public Health reviews MRA exemption applications for
properties that meet the criteria:

e Initial MRA inspection shows no deficiencies

* Septic system has record drawing (“as-built”)
» Septic system is located in an area where impact to beach is unlikely

The property will still be within the MRA.

» Regular inspection is still a state requirement but will not be enforced.




Section 1: MRA Expansion Proposal (6/9)

Recent survey data

» State Department of Health (2019):
Existing areas that are classified as
Prohibited and shoreline
Unclassified areas cannot be
upgraded without improved septic
system maintenance.

* "Prohibited” areas are expanded or
remaining in Colvos Passage

» “Unclassified” areas still remain in
Quartermaster Harbor

 Potential risk exists along shoreline
from lack of OSS maintenance

o | Lake/Puget Sound
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Section 1: MRA EXpansion Proposal (//9)

How do failing septic systems impact water
flowing onto the shoreline?

2018, QMH,

2014,
Quartermaster
Harbor

11
failed

2025,
Manzanita
Beach

4
failed

East Passage 2023, Colvos
MRAs, Passage

Dockton
V4 11
failed § § failed

Number of failed
septic systems

4>

Drainages with

high bacteria due
to failina OS

Al
-




Section 3: MRA Requirements (2/5)

Risk-based evaluations

3 Pressure or

3 proprietary OSS

7]

S (ATU, Drip, OSCAR, Mound,

g LN, High risk systems?
S _ _ « No permit

& Permitted gravity » Over 40 years old

S 0SS * Close to.shorellne (under
o 100ft) without treatment
< « Multiple issues in past
b‘L:’ inspections

Risk from property/septic conditions




Section 3: MRA Requirements (3/5)

Risk-based evaluations

Pressure or proprietary

0SS
Annual inspection by
certified maintainer Water sampling
Permitted gravity OSS and possible dye

test by King
County inspector
every 9 years

Inspection by
maintainer every
3 years

Risk of septic corrections needed

Risk from property/septic conditions




MRA “initial” inspection compliance

2012 2014 2018
45% 65% 95%

N Colvos Passage “initial” inspection compliance

2020 2022
12% 96%

"Since the change to the combined approach of enforcement and monetary
motivation had been initiated in June 2022, the percentage of properties
with an inspected OSS increased to 97% (113 inspections of 117 total
properties with OSS)."



1. What is important to you about Vashon-Maury shorelines? (select all that apply) More details

Vashon residents can enjoy beach walking,
fishing, kayaking, and swimming safely.
Visitors to the island can enjoy beach walking,
fishing, kayaking, and swimming safely.
Recreational shellfish harvest is safe and
keeps people healthy by not eating shellfish...
Commercial and tribal shellfish harvest is safe
and keeps people healthy by not eating...

| can protect my investment in my shoreline
property.

Shorelines are being restored to natural
conditions to better protect wildlife and...

QOther

2. Which of the following sources of fecal pollution (pollution from poop) are you most concerned about on Vashon shor

) More details
elines? e

8% 8%

Pet waste not picked up . .

Poorly performing septic systems

Hobby farms with manure that leaks off the property
when it rains

RVs without sewage holding tanks

Other 8%\




5. Public Health is proposing to expand the current Marine Recovery Areas (MRAs) to include all shoreline properties. To —
ore aetalls
what degree would this change impact you? E—

® No impactatall @ Small impacttome @ Significant impactto me @ Very significant impact to me

To what degree would this change impact you? a B

0%

6. How challenging do you think it would be for you to have your septic system inspected every 1-3 years? The inspectio :
More details
n usually costs $400-500. —

® Not challenging atall  ® Somewhat challenging @ Very challenging

® Extremely challenging

How challenging would this requirement be?




7. What would be most challenging for you in meeting the MRA inspection requirements? Please choose up te 2 answer
s. MRA inspection requirements include completing initial MRA inspection within the first 3 years after the proposal is 1 More details
mplemented:; continuing to have your septic system inspected every 1-3 years after that.

@ Understanding the requirements 1 |—]
@ Cost of initial MRA inspection {about $700} B e —re—
@ Cost of routine nspections (sbout $400-500) 4 V1
Cost of addressing any septic system issues
@ K = —————
Including repairs of replacement
® Cost of reporting fees (340-5220) 1 =]
° Schegulmg challenges with seplic service 1 ]
pronders
@ Property access for septic maintenance 0
® Other 1 ===
¢ 1 2 3 4
8. How do you think Public Health can help address these challenges? More details
@ U eance il en-aomg 5 e e e S
maintenance
@® Financial assistance for septic repairs 4 —_—— =
@ Reminders when inspections are due 2
® Status updates on MRA successes 0 |
@ Grace periods for septic system compliance 2  ——
Technical assistance to find creative ways to e — ——— i ——
© 2 3
address septic system problems
j——
® Other 2

o
-t
no
w
I
w



9. Which of the following options for evaluating shoreline septic systems do you prefer? More details

Option 1: Keep current MRA inspection requirements,
All septic systems in the MRA have to be inspected...
Option 2: Change MRA inspection requirements
based on risk to water quality. An inspection by a...
Other: If you think a different option would work
better, please specify below.




Septic systems by Age Septic Inspection Status (2025)
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. No inspection on file

. 0SS Conforming Inspection older than 3
years

OSS Conforming Inspection within 2-3

1990

197

Vo= re
Tears

0SS Conforming Inspection within 1 Years



