
Addendum 

 
5 options: 
The 5-option strategy offers the reader more ownership, allows for the 
statements to evolve, and celebrates diversity in thought and action — 

democracy at work.  
 
(A) Please take a moment of silence to acknowledge and show our respect to 
the Coast Salish people. [insert 30 seconds of silence].  We gratefully honor 

Coast Salish People for their land stewardship and commit to continuing to grow 
our relationships with them and the lands we now live on. 
 
(B) Please join me in acknowledging the Coast Salish People. The land we 
occupy today is their ancestral land. For thousands of years they lived on it, 

stewarding its resources with care and wisdom. Today with gratitude, we 
acknowledge them and their elders, past present and emerging and recognize 
that this land remains a vital part of their cultural sovereignty. 
 
(C) We acknowledge the people of the Puyallup tribe and that we are on their 

traditional land. We gratefully honor the Puyallup and commit to building 
relationships with the homelands of the Puyallup tribe. We commit to stewarding 
the land in partnership and preventing the erasure of the Twulshootseed 
language and the history of the Puyallup people. 
 
(D). We acknowledge and honor the tribes of WA state as political entities. We 

commit to respecting the laws of treaties and sovereignty under the United 
States constitution article VI. 
We commit to taking actions of reconciliation, working with the tribes to identify 
ways to steward the land, restore habitats, and fostering practices that will 
benefit future generations. 

 
(E). Please join me in paying respects to the Coast Salish people including the 
S~xwbabs, the S’homami, the Swobabe, the Puyallup and the Muckleshoot and 
those who we do not name.  
They built their homes, told stories, created community, birthed children, fought 

battles, developed medicine, buried relatives, created art, and lived in unity 
with the natural world for thousands of years. 
We pay our respect to your relatives, your elders and your ancestors past, 
present and emerging. We acknowledge that we have benefited significantly 
from the intentional care they have provided that continues to preserve our 
natural resources for present and future generations. This Acknowledgement 

does not take the place of authentic relationships with Indigenous communities. 
but merely serves as a step in honoring the land and resisting the erasure of 
Indigenous people, past, present and future. 


